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Abstract: In this article I wrote about English writer Norman Lewis and about 
one of his bestseller novel "Darkness Visible". In this novel he described the real life 
of Algerian population after World War 2. This novel tells about the fight of the 
Algerian patriots for their independence against French colonialists, about the 
repression, about their political games. Every event is closely interwoven with the real 
life and its characters are participants in real tragic events in Algerian soil. By this 
novel the author described his hope in the collapse of the inhuman system of national 
oppression created by imperialism. 
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Before analyzing the novel Darkness Visible by Norman Lewis, I want to give 
some information about the author itself. Norman Lewis was an influential British 
journalist and an author of many bestseller novels. He is best known for his travel 
writing, also he wrote twelve novels and several autobiographical plays. He was born 
in 1908 in Forty Hill, Enfield. His father was a chemist enamored of spiritualism. 
Already at school he was very smart boy. After some time he was sent to live for a 
couple of years with his three deeply religious aunts in Wales. His parents hoped young 
Lewis would grow up to become a medium. But after leaving school he did not call 
spirits. And during the years of the Great Depression, he worked as a wedding 
photographer, then as an anatomical auction clerk, as a wholesaler, then as a 
motorcyclist. After some time he became the owner of a network of tire stores. 
He was one of the best British writers of 20 century. He is known for descriptions 
and defense of indigenous people. His newspaper article entitled "Genocide in Brazil" 
prompted the creation of the organization Survival International, this organization 
dedicated to the protection of indigenous peoples around the world. His style of writing 
was very simple, clear, very dynamic and accurate. Many critics claimed that his sense 
of comic and tragic were so well balanced. He traveled a lot and during his traveling’s 
he wrote many books, describing the life of local population of the country he visited. 
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Among these books there are such classic works as “The Imaginary Dragon” (this 
book was a wonderful description of Indochina before the destruction caused by the 
Vietnam War), The Golden Earth (it tells about his adventures in rebellious Burma), 
another work is "The sad Voices of the sea" (in this work he tells about the years that 
he spent in the Spanish fishing village after the war). 
Norman Lewis has been married three times in his life. The first wife was 
Ernestina, the daughter of a Sicilian mafia lawyer. The experience of his first marriage 
allowed Lewis to write a book of essays about the Sicilian Mafia "The Honorable 
Society". This novel was about the Sicilian life, including the role of the Mafia. It was 
based on a detailed understanding of Sicilian society and deep sympathy with the 
sufferings of the Sicilian people. For this reason many critics claimed that this novel is 
the perfect companion for any traveller to Sicily. 
 
His love of travel and his ability for languages attracted the attention of the 
Ministry of the Interior, and in 1935 he had gone to Yemen with an intelligence 
mission. At the end of his mission in Yemen, Lewis collected material for the second 
book - for the photo essay "Sands and the Sea of the Arabian Peninsula". After that 
Lewis was sent to North Africa, there he survived many ridiculous and strange 
adventures. During the Second World War he was a military photojournalist, visited 
Italy.  
During the second World war he was seconded to Naples, there he wrote one of 
his perfect books "Naples 44". This book conveys Neapolitan charm and ingenuity, 
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draws tragicomic pictures of the life of the local population during the war. Naples 44 
was a resurrection of his diary. 
After the war, Lewis continues to travel. He went to Indochina - to Vietnam, to 
Thailand. Lewis wrote several volumes of autobiography, they were concerned with 
his observations of the many places in which he lived at various times. Many of his 
novels are political and environmental in nature, including the book "Darkness 
Visible", it was about American oil companies in Algeria and about the social life of 
local people.  
His novel "Volcanoes Above" about the revolution in Guatemala. It was based on 
personal experiences in Central America. And at that time this book was sold in six 
million copies only in Russia. 
Norman Lewis died in the town of Saffron Walden in Essex in 2003 in the age of 
95. Before reading his novel "Darkness Visible" I searched for other his famous novels 
and read some summaries of his famous works, and I came to conclusion that his works 
are very realistic, he tried to describe everything that he saw with his own eyes1.  
Norman Lewis wrote many works about the life of beggar people after World War 
2. His books are entertaining in plot, very interesting, describes the real life and easy 
to read. The main advantage in his novels is that he wrote all his plays with great talent, 
used single words which are understandable for everyone, in his most novels he 
exposes colonialism, ruthlessly tears off the mask from modern slaveholders. By his 
plays he described his hope in the collapse of the inhuman system of national 
oppression created by imperialism, from all his heart he believed in the victory of the 
peoples of the colonial and dependent countries fighting for their freedom and 
independence. And the novel “Darkness visible” is also relates to the theme 
colonialism. The novel "Darkness visible" was one of the bestseller book of his time 
and even now many readers read this novel with great interest. It was published in 
London in 1960. This novel is about the life of Algerian people during the years of the 
colonial war after World War 2. This novel tells about the fight of the Algerian people 
for their independence against the French colonialists, about the repression of 
colonialists. And the author himself was on the side of Algerian population, who 
struggle for their freedom. The story is narrated by a geological engineer Levers, he 
worked in a foreign company that searches oil in Algeria. He is the protagonist of the 
novel. At first he believed that Algerian people and colonialists one day will find a 
common language, but after he saw torture and bullying of the Algerian people he 
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Even the characters in the novel are fictional, but the events are closely interwoven 
with the real life and its characters are participants in real tragic events in Algerian soil. 
Norman Lewis shows the main forces fighting in Algeria. These are, on the one hand, 
the troops of France, the fascist organization of local French colonists and the 
monopolies who want to use Algeria’s natural resources for their own benefit, and on 
the other hand, the Algerians who fight for their independence. The writer describes a 
terrible picture of the mockery of the colonialists over human dignity. Through the eyes 
of the main hero Steve Lavers we can imagine the massacres of defenseless population 
and desolation in previously inhabited areas. 
This novel describes the real life in Algeria land after the World War 2. At that 
time after the end of World War 2, the French imperialists were forced to leave many 
countries that they ruled by that time under the pressure of the national liberation 
movement. But the war against the Algerian population lasted longer, because French 
colonialists wanted to use national treasures of Algerian soil much longer, as Algerian 
land was very rich with minerals, which brings a lot of money for French monopolists. 
This dirty war brought a lot of grief and suffering to the Algerian people. In this war 
not only Algerian people but also the working people of France, under the leadership 
of the Communist party, contributed a lot to the ending of this national emancipative 
war. And also in this war many foreign countries, especially former USSR, helped 
Algerian people to get their freedom from monopolists. 
French colonialists used not only armed violence in Algeria, but also waged a 
psychological war. They tried to defile people's souls, prompt unbelief in their own 
strengths, they wanted to persuade local population to cooperate with the colonialists. 
By this way they wanted to stop the national liberation army. Colonialists tried to instill 
to Algerian people's soul that French colonialists are very conscientious and want the 
better life for Algerian population. 
Another main personage in the novel was Colonel Latour, he was the commander 
of the French troops. He suggested to stop the rebellion with welfare. Half of his people 
were doctors, engineers, agronomists, who helped local population for their survive. 
They went to the mountains without weapons, with outstretched hands as a sign of 
friendship. They brought food, sweets and clothing as a gift, treated the sick people, 
engineers built roads and bridges. We can easily understand that in the basis of 
conciliation conducted by Latour was ordinary bribery. By this way he tried to prevent 
the transfer of the local population to the side of the national liberation front. In one 
village with the order of the same Colonel Latour colonialists gave their friendship 
hands to local population, and at that time another Algerian village was turned into 
ruins, where the propaganda did not give the desired result, the French soldiers killed 
everyone including even children and women, they violated the local women. By 
duplicity of Colonel Latour we can see the political game of French monopolists. 
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Another political game of French monopolists was related with a criminal Joseph, 
he was one of the activists of the organization with a rich criminal past, he was a well 
known exgangster, during the war he was in a forfeit battalion. The leaders of the 
organization started a new game. They intended to kill the local French farmer with his 
family and then wanted to attribute this crime to Algerian patriots. They gave this task 
to Joseph, but he refuses to do this task and as a result he, his wife and a girl, who lived 
at their home were killed. After that they announced that Joseph was killed by Algerian 
patriots. And after that French soldiers organized a wild pogrom, they kill local people, 
violate local women. Also we should take into consideration that the troops of the 
French colonialists possessed not only numeral superiaty, but also absolute superiority 
in weapons and military equipments. Colonial troops were armed with modern aircrafts 
and tanks, at the same time the Algerian national liberation army had only outdated 
and primitive weapons, especially in the early years of the war. French troops turned 
previously populated areas into deserts, bombarded Algerian villages, destroyed their 
civilization. 
In his novel Norman Lewis shows us international capitalist monopolies, who 
stood behind the French invaders and want to earn money from the oil of Algerian land. 
After five years of disappointment and frustration the company has finally found oil in 
El Milia, the first strike to be made in Africa, north of the Sahara. For searching the oil 
in the region of El Milia was responsible a branch of the international oil company 
Western Petroleum. An American businessman Hartney was the head of this company. 
In this war international and local French monopolists in Algeria joined their 
forces in order to suppress Algerian national liberation movement. In order to protect 
the interests of American monopolists the United States of America supplied the 
French troops with weapons and military equipments, and provided the colonialists 
with political and diplomatic support. And the international military alliance NATO 
also helped to French aggressors. In the novel the Algerian revolution and its heroes 
are in the background and Norman Lewis mainly describes the monopolists. While 
reading the novel I realised that the modern literature influenced Norman Lewis 
thoughts, because sometimes he described local population in colonial countries as 
savage and uncultured people. 
Norman Lewis tried to show the readers misery and lawlessness of Algerian 
population, and this colonial regime forced them to take up arms. The main hero of the 
novel comes to the conclusion that only the rebellious people can defeat the 
colonialists. He realised that if commons did not take up weapons they would never 
get their independence. 
Norman Lewis's novel " Darkness Visible" is not only a piece of art, but also an 
evidence of colonial yoke, it is a document directed against the colonialism. With their 
crimes colonialists plunged Algeria into darkness visible. But after all this sufferings 
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Algerian population could manage to retrieve their independence. To achieve this 
victory many communistic countries, especially formal USSR, helped a lot to Algerian 
patriots. Saying in overall this novel is very realistic, describes the life of people after 
the World War 2, sufferings of ordinary people and political games of persons of higher 
rank. I think for these reasons this book is among the bestsellers till this time.  
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